[Autoantibodies to the common antigenic determinant of group A streptococcal polysaccharide and epithelial cells of mammalian thymus and skin].
A cross-reactive (CR) antigenic determinant in the polysaccharide of group A streptococus and the mammalian thymus and skin was studied. The CR antigen was found in adult humans and human embryos irrespective of the blood group, as well as in the tissues of all the animal species studied, including rabbits immunized with streptococcus and producing antibodies to A polysaccharide. Evidence was obtained that the antibodies elaborated to the CR determinant of polysaccharide A and of the tissue epithelium should be classed as autoantibodies. It is suggested that reaction of these antobodies with the CR antigen in the thymus could serve as one of the causes of autoimmune thymitis during rheumatic fever.